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SAl is pleased to present ‘Almost heaven’ , our special project with Tokyo-based fashion
label ‘PUGMENT’ , from 17 October - 8 November, 2020.

| grew up on a housing estate in the suburb of Tokyo. A row of square concrete houses
of the same shape lined up in the same scenery. On clear sunny days, these houses
blinded my eyes with dazzling white reflection. A neat white space where there seems
to be nothing else. From there, | could go anywhere | wanted by train or car. Likewise, |
could become anyone | wanted. So everything | saw with my family was part of my
home. Now | am far away from there and looking at the picture of my hometown. Even
though | can see myself in these pictures, | barely recognise these places. Where did my
hometown go? | am trying to find the clues out of the pile of family photos.
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The fashion label "PUGMENT" started their creative endeavors back in 2017. Since the
beginning of their careers, many of PUGMENT's work have been focusing on the careful
observation of the history of Japanese fashion culture, as well as the relations between
the contemporary life, people and social milieu, and they have been making experimental
showcases every season. The exhibition 'Almost heaven', a collection of their new

pieces, invites us to the trajectory of their creative passage.

The visual inspiration of the SS2021 collection comes from a body of photographs taken
since 1990, the year PUGMENT members were born, up until today. These are photos
from a family alboum which were handed down from their family members, mostly taken
during trips or events, some by a lake, other at an aquarium, on a boat, and on grassland.
The PUGMENT members are plainly shown in most images, which certainly indicate that
they were there at that time. Yet, most of them have disappeared from their memory,
thus they cannot remember it as their own experience. PUGMENT cut the shape of
clothing patterns out from these photos, and sewed them with other parts. They
www. saiart.jp carefully looked into details that they had unawared in a single image, and verbalised

each of them.Through this process, they sought their hometown out of the time and

space which they had gone through. 'Almost heaven' stands as a different scenery

within us, arousing our personal feeling, but also indicating a pause of time which

separates us from the great flow of time.

Although time never stops actually. This universal concept of time just flows constantly
and many of it remains as vague memories within us. Strangely enough, we sometimes
evoke a transiently odd but special feeling within our frainted experience of fragmented
memory, especially at uncertain times today.The exhibition ‘Almost heaven’ , which can
be perceived in relation to an intermedia art, attempts to reconstruct such a transient

perception in the form of our essential equipment, the clothing.

PUGMENT is coming into the limelight, not only on the fashion scene but also on the art
scene due to the conceptual framework of their creative process. In this exhibition, we
will present not only the SS2021 collections, but also an installation of artworks derived
from it. There will be the sale of the SS2021 line-up as well as books released in the

past. We look forward to your visit.
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